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merchant in the town. As soon as he had been
told what the question was, he addressed the
gathering as follows :
" My friends, let iis speak the truth. The officer
asks us whether the people* of Museyib were right
in saying that the transport of grain from Hillah
costs four rupees. Yon have told him that the rate
is the same as that from Afej to Hillah. This is
true, but you have erred greatly in your estimate of
the cost/'
Then, turning to me and speaking with great
emphasis : " By God, and thy head, O officer, the
rate from A&y to Hillah, as from Hillah, to Museyib,
is six rupees and a quarter per ton/'
" Are you all agreed on that ? 3*  1 asked.
cc Yea, verily.53 " Truth;' " The right is with
him," came from all sides,
" Thank you/5 1 said, ** The decision then is
easy. The Government price of grain at Museyib
is seventy rupees a ton. Since it costs six and a
quarter rupees to take it there from Hillah, the price
at Hillah is sixty-three and three-quarters, and I
will take up to one hundred tons a day at that price
from your granaries, but if you prefer to send it to
Museyib I will still pay seventy rupees for it there."
There was a moment's stupefied silence, and then
babel broke loose, All the other merchants turned
on the little Jew and rent him to pieces,
Cfi Oh ! head of stone/' they cried, ** what hast
thou said ? He was asking us the cost of transport
from Afej to Hillah, to grant us a good price. How
can we sell our grain at sixty-three and three-
quarters ? By God, we shall be ruined ! *'
I knew very well that they would not be ruined,
as Goldsmith, who came down the day before, had